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        Newsletter of the Junior Section
Welcome to the May 2011 edition of our Junior Newsletter. 

After a very successful winter indoor season, our outdoor season got off to a wonderful, sunny start on 20th April. The good weather has continued with coaching being enjoyed by over 80 juniors each week.

Many thanks to our hard working admin team of Elaine, Clare & Joanne who once again will be ensuring all subs, fees & consent forms are collected & records kept. If you have yet to return your consent form & fees please do so without delay.

I would also like to thank Judy Pickrill & Sandy Mackay for agreeing to look after our Club Shop this season. Please make use of this facility for any equipment purchases you may wish to make, seeking advice from coaches if necessary.

We are very pleased that Jimmy Mayhew & Jonny Coates will be joint team Managers for Under 15’s this season. Best wishes to you & other team Managers who will be continuing last seasons’ good work.   
I hope all players have an enjoyable season. 
Andrew Barker - Junior Manager 

Under 9’s

The Under 9’s are doing very well with their batting, bowling, fielding and catching. I am delighted with their enthusiasm, levels of concentration and listening skills - especially as the first few weeks have been rather cold.  Parental support is vital to assist their development and I would like to thank all parents, family and friends in helping their child practice what they have learnt each week – it makes a massive difference.

For those who are new to Cricket this summer you will appreciate whilst no special clothing is required, to enable us to teach batting and for your child to practice at home, they will need a cricket bat of their own.

Please ensure that when choosing a bat, you get a very light one, and the correct size. It is a common problem that children, at all ages, have bats that are too big and heavy and this hinders their development as it is impossible for them to develop techniques and play shots that they are shown during coaching.

We have a selection of bats suitable for Under 9's at the Club shop and I will be delighted to offer you some guidance after coaching on a Wednesday night.
Andrew Middlemiss – Under 9 Coach​​​​​​​​​​

Under 11s

After last year’s 2nd place finish we are confident that we can have a successful campaign again, the nucleus of the team were regular members last year so we are hoping that the experience gained will stand us in good stead.  

So far we have played two games, winning the first against Yarm but losing a nail biter against Normanby Hall.  Having identified an initial squad of 10 we fully expect to introduce more children during the season due to the incredible turnout on a Wednesday where we have experienced in excess of 30 children at the U11 age group alone.

Well done to two boys who have been selected for the Cleveland Schools squads, Nicholas Hood (U10 & U11) and Luke Middlemiss (U10).
The U11 team would like to thank Andy Weatherhead for sponsoring the team’s shirts this season.
Good luck to everyone for the season.
Martin Hood – U11s Team Manager

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

Under 13s

A shaky start to the season saw the first game cancelled due to Redcar unable to field a team.  The second match against Normanby Hall was a wake-up call.  With a little help from the oppositions' umpire Gods, we were all out for 27 (young Nicholas Hood making most of those), allowing Normanby Hall to easily take the points.  Our bowling and fielding looked promising, though, so with lessons learned took on Billingham at home.
An exciting match saw Burns (33 retired), Tennyson and Tribick reach double figures with their bats, helping to make 114 for Billingham to chase.  Billingham gave it a good go, but with great bowling, again from the trio of Tribick, Tennyson and Burns, we won by 11 runs.  Again our fielding looked good, with only two missed catches, and exceptional wicket keeping skills by Lemanczyk.

With one loss and one win, the team eagerly awaited the next match away against Marton.  The weather was... windy... and rainy... and cold.  Good bowling from the usual trio, plus a solid 2 over’s from newly capped Robinson, managed to keep the runs to 72.  However, 26 extras were given away, along with 4 missed opportunities with catches.  Something to work on in training!  With most of the team chilled to the bone (literally), Burns and Tennyson opened the batting in what can only be described as a winter monsoon.  Two drowned rats managed to hang on in very difficult conditions.  Marton's spinner made life difficult, and with a stop for rain and gales, Tribick and then Hood had their chance.  With the over’s dwindling, and too many runs to catch up, it was left to new boy number 5, Ben Robinson, to make his debut.  Robinson was our top scoring batsman in the end with a great debut score of 17.  Losing the game was inevitable given the conditions our batsmen endured, but I was very proud at the effort the whole team had displayed.

We have become a very good team, and I am sure we will continue to develop in all areas of the game.  With 25 in the squad, I hope that everyone will be given the chance to play.  I am always looking for players who put the team first, listen and concentrate during training, and give 100% effort to both training & the match. If that’s you, then I guarantee you will play.
The U13 team would like to thank Elaine Neesam & the Royal Bank of Scotland, Employee Community Investment Scheme for funding this year’s team shirts.  The team looks very smart! 

Andy Tennyson - U13s Team Manager.
Under 15s

After we were given the responsibility of looking after the under 15’s this year we were nervous to say the least! Although after a few indoor net session we certainly got to grips with the lads and all of them seem to be enthusiastic and competitive which is always a good sign in any sport. The current status of affairs see’s us with the first game being a first win of the season which saw Chris Matthews score his maiden fifty and Brad Passmore take charge and captain the team for the first time. Our other games against Normanby Hall and Whitby have been disappointing losses that are partially down to unavailability of players but performances which the boys know they need to work on if we are to really compete against the better teams!
Jimmy Mayhew & Jonny Coates – U15s Team Managers
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Under 17’s

As Under 17’s team manager I look forward to our new season with optimism. Places are up for grabs in this team & with strong U15’s & U13’s, it could be comforting that players want to play at this level of competitive cricket.

James Lines will captain the side & I hope his competitive spirit will rub off on some of the younger players.  I wish our team, & all our other teams, every success in the coming season. 

It’s so refreshing to see so many juniors enjoying cricket on Wednesday evenings at GCC.

We  began the  season at Whitby but a rain effected game ended under rain and this game was abandoned with hosts 66 for 1 after 10 over’s. Our home game with Stokesley was more favourable with a victory by 30 runs. James Bolton was captain for the evening and opted to bat leaving the opposition bowling with a seemingly wet ball.  Carl Spencer scored a valuable 50 no whilst Alec Schmuck chipped in with 28. Good fielding and catching restricted the visitors 75 for 9 with John Newson taking 5 wickets. A good team performance all round.
Craig Lidster - U 17s Team Manager

